United States Patent

US006422875B1

(12) 10y Patent No.: US 6,422,875 B1
Patak et al. 5) Date of Patent: Jul. 23, 2002
(54) DEVICE FOR COMMUNICATING WITH A 5,720,502 A * 2/1998 Cain ..ccoverreriereenenne 283/115
VOICE-DISABLED PATIENT 5,725250 A * 3/1998 Balderrama .................. 281/45
5,758,902 A * 6/1998 McManus ........ccc.cc..... 281/45
(76) TInventors: Lance Patak; Paul Masvidal, both of ggﬁggéi : lgﬁggg iulligsitl Al ; gi/lz/g
,913, anWinkle ...
(1[2%? S(')(?lggden Dr, Los Angeles, CA 5984368 A * 11/1999 Cainl ovvvvovesrerrrnrenen 283/115
* cited b i
(*) Notice:  Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this ctied by examiner
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 Primary Examiner—Jacob K. Ackun
US.C. 154(b) by 0 days. Assistant Examiner—Bena B. Miller
(74) Antorney, Agent, or Firm—Xelly, Bauersfeld, Lowry &
(21) Appl. No.: 09/312,425 Kelley LLP
(22) Filed: May 14, 1999 57) ABSTRACT
Related U.S. Application Data A device for communicating with a voice-disabled patient
(60) Provisional application No. 60/116,210, filed on Jan. 19, includes, generally, a housing having a display surface,
1999. indicia on the display surface that may be utilized by the
(51) It CL7 e B43L 1/00; B42D 15/00  Patient to indicate the status and feeds of the patient, and 2
(52) US.CL oo 434/408; 434/416; 434/267, ~ Marker that the patient may use to convey lus or her status
434/262; 281/42; 281/44; 281/45: 283/115 and needs to a third party. One embodiment includes a
58) Field of S h ’ ’ ’ 281/ 4’2 44. 45 clipboard having two eraser-board surfaces and an erasable
(58)  Field o Zzglc/39283/115434/408 17 1’12 ’4 1 5’ marker connectable to the clipboard. Another embodiment
’ ’ ’ 41 6’ 5 67, 5 62, includes a lap-sized housing for a computer and a touch
> > pad-activated screen. In both embodiments, the indicia
(56) References Cited includes a series of descriptive words and phrases indicating

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

the status and needs of the patient, and graphical represen-
tations of anterior and posterior views of a human body with
descriptive words correlating to common symptoms of spe-

4,605,246 A * 8/1986 Haas et al. .....ccoeeeeennnnes 282/29 .
cific parts of the body.
4730846 A * 3/1988 Sheehan et al. .............. 281/45 p ¥
4,869,531 A * 9/1989 Rees ............. . 283/67
5297814 A * 3/1994 Peters .....cccocvvverevennneen. 281/45 6 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
10
”\ IM
LAM: 1 WANT: VES /NO A[B|C|D}E 22
HAPPY / SAD wateR/icE | EXPLAN CALLL F G I H [ TI(T
GOOD/BAD | CALLUIGHT/TV ‘NURSE* \1—
HOT ! COLD TO TURN: suotion | KL | M|NIOf] I° 20
THIRSTY LEFT/ RIGHT LOTION 3
HUNGRY TO UE DOWN GLASSES PIQ|IRIS|T 2
TIRED TO SITUP HAIRBRUSH z
LIGHT-HEADED ABLANKET EAMILY UV IWIX]Y %
NAUSEOUS TO SLEEP 26
LIGHT:
z
ANXIOUS BATH / SHAMPOO o1 OFE Q 24
NERVOUS ABEDPAN
BETTER TOGLEANMY: | WHEN? WHY? 1| | 12 |3 |4
6 WORSE *MOUTH / TEETH | WHERE? WHO? 28
L DIRTY / WET ‘FACE/HANDS | HOw? wHAT? (516 | 7|8 |9
g|4
THIS PART OF MY BODY: 422
ITCHES ~ ACHES
STINGS ~ CAN'T MOVE
HURTS ~ BURNS
CRAMPS  THROBS 20
ISNUMB 1S TENDER

PAIN PAIN

FRONT
N

* PAIN MEDICINE*

PAIN SCALE:
0 12 3 45 %8687 8

NO SLIGHT MODERATE SEVERE WORST
PAIN

THE PAIN IS:

*CONSTANT «INTERMITTENT +RADIATING

9 10

PAIN PAIN

BACK




